THE   HIS TORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

so, if they attempted it, over his dead body." There
was a disgraceful riot, the young women were
smuggled out by a back door, and reason and justice
were for the moment clouded over by force and folly.
Then, as now, the minds of the average men of the
world were so crammed with the things that do not
matter that they had no space for the things that do
matter. But Fate is never in a hurry, and the move-
ment went on. Many accepted the findings of the
successive committees as being final, and indeed, it is
difficult to see how the alleged facts could have been
more severely tested. At the same time, this strong,
new, fermenting wine began to burst some of the old
bottles into which it was poured to the excusable
disgust of the public.

The many discreet, serious and religious circles
were for a season almost obscured by swollen-headed
ranters who imagined themselves to be in touch with
every high entity from the Apostles downwards, some
even claiming the direct afflatus of the Holy Ghost
and emitting messages which were only saved from
being blasphemous by their crudity and absurdity.
One community of these fanatics, who called them-
selves the Apostolic Circle of Mountain Cove, particu-
larly distinguished themselves by their extreme claims
and furnished good material for the enemies of the
new dispensation. The great body of Spiritualists
turned away in disapproval from such exaggerations,
but were unable to prevent them. Many well-
attested supernormal phenomena came to support the
failing spirits of those who were distressed by the
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